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sacred to the memory of Sadasiva Brahman,* in whose
eighteenth-century life story miracles cluster thickly. A
larger Sadasiva shrine in Nerur, erected by the Raja of
Pudukkottai, is a pilgrimage spot that has witnessed many
divine healings. The successive rulers of Pudukkottai
have treasured as sacred the religious instructions that
Sadasiva wrote in 1750 for the guidance of the reigning
prince.
Many quaint stories of Sadasiva, a lovable and fully
illumined master, are still current among South Indian
villagers. Immersed one day in samadhi on a bank of
the Kaveri River, Sadasiva was seen to be carried away
by a sudden flood. Weeks later he was found buried
deep beneath a mound of earth near Kodumudi in
Coimbatore District. As the villagers' shovels struck his
body, the saint rose and walked briskly away.
Sadasiva became a muni (non-speaking saint) after his
guru had rebuked him for worsting in dialectical argu-
ment an elderly Vedanta scholar. "When will you, a
youth, learn to hold your tongue?" the guru had re-
marked.
"With your blessings, even from this moment."
Sadasiva's guru was Swami Sri Paramasivendra Sara-
swati, author of Daharavidya Prakasika and a profound
commentary on Uttara Gita. Certain worldly men,
affronted because the God-intoxicated Sadasiva was often
to be seen dancing "without decorum" on the streets,
carried their complaints to his learned guru. "Sir," they
declared, "Sadasiva is no better than a madman."
But Paramasivendra smiled joyfully. "Oh," he ex-
claimed, "if only others had such madness!"
Sadasiva's life was marked by many strange and beauti-
ful manifestations of the Intervening Hand. Much seem-
ing injustice there is in this world; but God's devotees
can testify to countless instances of His immediate
righteousness. One night Sadasiva, in samadlii, haired
* His formal title was Swami Sri Sadasivendra Saraswati, under
which he wrote his books (commentaries on Brahma Sutras
and Patanjali's Yoga Sutras).
The late Shankaracharya of Sringeri Math, Mysore, His
Holiness Sri Chandrasekhara Swaminah Bharati, wrote an in-
spiring Ode to Sadasiva.